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Please complete this form if you would like to be considered as a mentee on the BPA Mentorship Scheme. 

The scheme is designed for current doctoral researchers and early career researchers who would benefit from additional career support, especially those who have recently lost a supervisor or mentor through departmental closure, restructuring, illness or retirement. It may also support applicants who, for other complex reasons, need additional career advice and support.

	Pilot-year capacity and selection: During the first year of the scheme, the BPA will only offer a limited number of mentoring places. Expressions of interest will be reviewed with the aim of identifying applicants for whom the scheme is likely to be a good fit and where the organisers are most confident that a suitable mentor can provide useful support. This is not intended to be a judgement of merit or need. Applicants who are not matched during the pilot year may be contacted in future years once the initial pilot phase has been completed and capacity has been reviewed.



Mentorship structure: The mentorship agreement will last initially for one year. Mentors and mentees are expected to meet four times during that year. Where both parties wish to continue after the first year, and where the scheme has capacity, the arrangement may be extended by mutual agreement.
Before completing the form: Please read the mentee guidelines. This scheme provides career mentoring; it is not a replacement for specialist doctoral supervision or counselling. 
How to return this form: Please send the completed form to: a.mccallion@mmu.ac.uk You may also attach a short CV or link to an academic profile if this would help the organisers understand your background and matching needs.

1. Applicant details
	Full name
	Type your response here.

	Preferred name
	Optional.

	Email address
	Type your response here.

	Current institution or affiliation
	Please write "independent scholar" or "no current affiliation" if applicable.

	Country / time zone
	Useful for arranging meetings and matching. Optional.

	Current career stage
	For example: doctoral researcher; final-year PhD; recently completed PhD; postdoctoral researcher; teaching fellow; independent ECR; other.

	Year of PhD start or completion
	If applicable.

	Primary research areas
	Please list your areas of specialisation or areas of current research interest.

	Academic profile or website
	Optional.



2. Reason for applying
What has prompted you to apply to the BPA Mentorship Scheme? (Max 300 words)
Please give a concise account of the circumstances that make mentorship useful at this point. You do not need to disclose more personal detail than you are comfortable sharing. 

	Type your response here.



3. Current support and mentoring needs
What kinds of support are you hoping to receive from a BPA mentor? (Max 300 words)
For example: career planning; academic job applications; postdoctoral or fellowship applications; publication strategy; teaching portfolio; networking; navigating disruption; non-academic pathways; sustainable working practices.
	Type your response here.



4. Fit with the pilot scheme
4.1 Are there particular kinds of mentor experience that would be especially helpful to you?
For example: experience of doctoral supervision, ECR career transitions, UK academic hiring, interdisciplinary work, or a relevant area of philosophy. If you would like a mentor from outside of academia please clarify which field(s) will be of most use to you e.g. policy work, teaching, civil service. 
	Type your response here.



4.2 Are there any conflicts of interest or matching considerations we should know about?
For example: people or institutions with whom you should not be matched, or any existing supervisory, employment, examination or close personal relationships. Please provide only the information needed for matching.
	Type your response here.



5. Participation and availability
The scheme involves four meetings over one year. Please confirm the following:
[   ] I am able to commit, as far as possible, to four mentoring meetings during the year.
[   ] I understand that I will be expected to prepare for meetings by sending over an agenda (and relevant questions) a week in advance of every meeting. 
[   ]  I agree to communicate promptly if I need to rearrange or pause participation.
[   ] I have read the BPA Mentorship Scheme Guidelines for Mentees.
[   ] I understand that the scheme provides career mentoring and is not a substitute for formal supervision or specialist professional advice.
[   ] I understand that any extension beyond the first year would depend on mutual agreement and scheme capacity.

5.1 Are there any availability, accessibility or communication needs that would help us support your participation?
Optional. For example: meeting format, scheduling constraints, disability access needs, caring responsibilities, or communication preferences
	Type your response here.



6. Optional additional information
Is there anything else you would like the organisers to know when considering your expression of interest?
Optional.
	Type your response here.



7. Data, confidentiality and consent
Please read and confirm:
Information provided in this form will be used by the BPA Mentorship Scheme organisers to assess expressions of interest, identify possible matches, and communicate with applicants about the scheme. Where necessary for matching, relevant information may be shared with a prospective mentor. Please do not include highly sensitive personal information unless it is directly relevant and you are comfortable sharing it for this purpose. Information will be handled in line with the BPA’s relevant data protection and privacy procedures.
[   ] I consent to the BPA Mentorship Scheme organisers using the information in this form for the purposes of assessing my expression of interest and, if appropriate, arranging a mentor match.
[   ] I understand that, if I am not matched during the pilot year, the organisers may contact me in a future year after the initial pilot phase has been completed.
[   ] I understand that submitting this form does not guarantee a mentoring place.
8. Declaration
	Applicant name
	Type your response here.

	Signature
	Typed name is acceptable.

	Date
	Type your response here.





For BPA use only
This section is for scheme organisers and should not be completed by the applicant.
	Received on
	Type your response here.

	Applicant category
	Doctoral researcher / ECR / other.

	Priority reason
	Loss of supervisor or mentor / complex circumstances / other.

	Potential mentor match
	Type your response here.

	Conflicts or matching notes
	Type your response here.

	Outcome
	Matched / waiting list / not matched in pilot year / contact in future year.

	Follow-up action
	Type your response here.
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